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Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Legislation

5. Threats 

6. Sin in the 
Church

7. Flogging

8. Murmuring

9. Busy/ 
Distractions



Acts 6: 7 NIV

So the word of God 
spread. The number of 
disciples in Jerusalem 

increased rapidly, and a 
large number of priests 

became obedient to the 
faith.



Question

How do you think the 
Sanhedrin felt about 
many of their priests 
becoming followers 

of Christ?



It is still the same 
today!









Act 6: 8 NIV

Now Stephen, a man full of 
God’s grace and power, 

performed great wonders 
and signs among the 

people.



Question

Do you remember 
what the Apostles did 
when they chose the 

seven?



Act 6: 6 NIV

They presented these men 
to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their 

hands on them.



Act 6: 9 NIV

Opposition arose, however, 
from members of the 

Synagogue of the Freedmen 
(as it was called)—Jews of 
Cyrene and Alexandria as 

well as the provinces of 
Cilicia and Asia— who 
began to argue with 

Stephen. 



Question

Opposition to what?



Act 6: 10 NIV

But they could not stand 
up against the wisdom the 

Spirit gave him as he 
spoke.



Question

Where did Stephen 
get his wisdom?



Act 6: 10 NIV

But they could not stand 
up against the wisdom the 

Spirit gave him as he 
spoke.



Question

What do people tend 
do when they cannot 

win a debate?



argumentum ad hominem

An argumentative strategy 
whereby genuine discussion 

of the topic at hand is 
avoided by attacking the 

character, motive, or other 
attribute of the person 

rather than attacking the 
substance of the argument 

itself.





Act 6: 11 NIV

Then they secretly 
persuaded some men to 

say, “We have heard 
Stephen speak 

blasphemous words 
against Moses and 

against God.”



Question

What is happening 
now?



Question

Do we see this 
happening today?





Act 6: 12 NIV

So they stirred up the 
people and the elders and 

the teachers of the law. 
They seized Stephen and 

brought him before the 
Sanhedrin.



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Legislation

5. Threats 

6. Sin in the 

Church

7. Flogging

8. Murmuring

9. Busy/ 
Distractions

10.Stirring the 
pot



Question

When people stir the 
pot, is it usually 
based on truth?



Please turn to

Titus 3: 9-11



Titus 3: 9-11 NIV

But avoid foolish 
controversies and 
genealogies and 

arguments and quarrels 
about the law, because 

these are unprofitable and 
useless. 



Titus 3: 9-11 NIV

Warn a divisive person 
once, and then warn them 
a second time. After that, 
have nothing to do with 
them. You may be sure 

that such people are 
warped and sinful; they 

are self-condemned.



Listen to the 
following prayer



Psalm 140: 1-2 NLT

O LORD, rescue me from 
evil people. Protect me from 

those who are violent, 
those who plot evil in their 
hearts and stir up trouble 

all day long.



Act 6: 13-14 NIV

They produced false 
witnesses, who testified, 
“This fellow never stops 
speaking against this 
holy place and against 

the law. 



Act 6: 13-14 NIV

For we have heard him 
say that this Jesus of 

Nazareth will destroy this 
place and change the 

customs Moses handed 
down to us.”



Accusations against Stephen

▪Speaking blasphemous words 
against Moses

▪Speaking blasphemous words 
against against God

▪Speaking against the temple

▪Speaking against the law



Act 6: 15 NIV

All who were sitting in the 
Sanhedrin looked intently 
at Stephen, and they saw 
that his face was like the 

face of an angel.



Question

What does it mean 
that Stephen had the 

face of an angel?



A Word for Word Sermon

Please listen to 

Acts 7: 1-53



Accusations against Stephen

▪Speaking blasphemous words 
against Moses

▪Speaking blasphemous words 
against against God

▪Speaking against the temple

▪Speaking against the law



Acts 7: 54 NIV

When the members of the 
Sanhedrin heard this, they 
were furious and gnashed 

their teeth at him. 



Acts 7: 54 KJV

When they heard these 
things, they were cut to the 
heart, and they gnashed 
on him with their teeth.



Question

Who were they 
furious at?



Acts 7: 55 NIV

But Stephen, full of the 
Holy Spirit, looked up to 

heaven and saw the glory 
of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand 
of God. 



Question

How motivated would 
you be if you saw 

Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God?



Acts 7: 56 NIV

“Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son 

of Man standing at the 
right hand of God.”



Acts 7: 57-58 NIV

At this they covered their 
ears and, yelling at the top of 
their voices, they all rushed 
at him, dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone 

him. Meanwhile, the 
witnesses laid their coats at 

the feet of a young man 
named Saul.



Question

What does it mean 
that they laid their 

coats at Saul’s feet?



If the accused were 
condemned to death 

the Law required that 
the witnesses who 

made the accusations 
should be the first to 

take part in the 
execution.



Coats would have 
impeded their ability to 

throw rocks and 
therefore had to be 

removed.  Saul accepted 
the responsible of 
watching over their 

coats.



Acts 7: 59-60 NIV

While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not hold 
this sin against them.” When 

he had said this, he fell 
asleep.



Question

Does this sound 
similar to our Lord’s 

crucifixion?



Question

What was Stephen’s 
final prayer?



Acts 7: 59-60 NIV

While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said 
this, he fell asleep.



Note that even in 
Stephen’s death he 

was not afraid to call 
sin what it is, sin!



Acts 7: 59-60 NIV

While they were stoning 
him, Stephen prayed, “Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit.” 

Then he fell on his knees and 
cried out, “Lord, do not 
hold this sin against 

them.” When he had said 
this, he fell asleep.



Acts 8: 1 NIV

On that day a great 
persecution broke out 
against the church in 

Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were 

scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. 



Acts 1:8 NIV

But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”



Acts 8: 2 NIV

Godly men buried Stephen 
and mourned deeply for 

him.



Acts 8: 3 NIV

But Saul began to 
destroy the church. 

Going from house to house, 
he dragged off both men 

and women and put them 
in prison.



Question

Why did Saul want to 
destroy the Church?



Next Week

Please read

Acts 8:4-8:25


