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Acts 8: 1 NIV

On that day a great 
persecution broke out 
against the church in 

Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were 

scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria. 



Acts 1:8 NIV

But you will receive power 
when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.”



Acts 8: 4 NIV

Those who had been 
scattered preached the 

word wherever they went.



Question

What happens to the 
Church when 
persecution 
increases?



Acts 8: 5-6 NIV

Philip went down to a city 
in Samaria and proclaimed 
the Messiah there. When 
the crowds heard Philip 
and saw the signs he 

performed, they all paid 
close attention to what he 

said.



Question

Who was Phillip?



Acts 6: 5-6 NIV

This proposal pleased the 
whole group. They chose 

Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit; also 
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, 
Timon, Parmenas, and 
Nicolas from Antioch, a 

convert to Judaism. 



Acts 6: 5-6 NIV

They presented these men 
to the apostles, who 
prayed and laid their 

hands on them.



Question

What caused them to 
pay attention?



Acts 8: 5-6 NIV

Philip went down to a city 
in Samaria and proclaimed 
the Messiah there. When 
the crowds heard Philip 

and saw the signs he 
performed, they all paid 
close attention to what he 

said.



Question

Where do we find the 
words to share 

today?



Hebrews 4: 12 NASB

For the word of God is living 
and active and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, and 

piercing as far as the 
division of soul and spirit, of 
both joints and marrow, and 

able to judge the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart.



Acts 8: 7-8 NIV

For with shrieks, impure 
spirits came out of many, 

and many who were 
paralyzed or lame were 

healed. So there was great 
joy in that city.



Question

Why was there great 
joy in the city?



Galatians 5: 22-23 NIV

But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness 

and self-control.



Acts 8: 7-8 NIV

For with shrieks, impure 
spirits came out of 

many, and many who 
were paralyzed or lame 

were healed. So there was 
great joy in that city.





Acts 8: 9 NIV

Now for some time a man 
named Simon had 

practiced sorcery in the 
city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He 
boasted that he was 

someone great,



Question

How did Simon view 
himself?



Acts 8: 9 NIV

Now for some time a man 
named Simon had 

practiced sorcery in the 
city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He 
boasted that he was 

someone great,



Question

What is satan doing 
in the Church now?



Please turn to 
Matthew 13: 24-30



Matthew 13: 24-30 NIV

Jesus told them another 
parable: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man who 

sowed good seed in his field. 
But while everyone was 

sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the 

wheat, and went away. 



Matthew 13: 24-30 NIV

When the wheat sprouted 
and formed heads, then the 
weeds also appeared. “The 
owner’s servants came to 

him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you 
sow good seed in your field? 
Where then did the weeds 

come from?’ “‘An enemy did 
this,’ he replied.



Matthew 13: 24-30 NIV

The servants asked him, 
‘Do you want us to go and 
pull them up?’  “‘No,’ he 

answered, ‘because while 
you are pulling the weeds, 
you may uproot the wheat 

with them. 



Matthew 13: 24-30 NIV

Let both grow together 
until the harvest. At that 

time I will tell the 
harvesters: First collect the 

weeds and tie them in 
bundles to be burned; then 

gather the wheat and 
bring it into my barn.’”



Satan’s Attempts to Stop the Church

1. Ridicule

2. Intimidation

3. Force

4. Legislation

5. Threats 

6. Sin in the 
Church

7. Flogging

8. Murmuring

9. Busy/ 
Distractions

10.Stirring the pot

11. False 
Christians



Acts 8: 9 NIV

Now for some time a man 
named Simon had 

practiced sorcery in the 
city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He 
boasted that he was 

someone great,



Magic

sorcery - Greek: μαγευ ́ων
mageuo ̄n. Exercising the arts 
of the "Magi," or "magicians"; 

hence, the name Simon 
"Magus." The ancient "Magi" 
had their rise in Persia, and 
were at first addicted to the 

study of philosophy, 
astronomy, medicine, etc. 



Magic

This name came to signify 
those who used the 

knowledge of these arts for 
the purpose of 

demonstrating their power-
astrologers, soothsayers, 
necromancers, fortune-

tellers, etc. 



Magic

Magicians or sorcerors
pretended to predict future 
events by the positions of 

the stars, and to cure 
diseases by incantations, 

etc.



Acts 8: 10-11 NIV

and all the people, both high 
and low, gave him their 
attention and exclaimed, 

“This man is rightly called 
the Great Power of God.” 

They followed him because 
he had amazed them for a 
long time with his sorcery.



Question

Why were the people 
following Simon?



Acts 8: 10-11 NIV

and all the people, both high 
and low, gave him their 
attention and exclaimed, 

“This man is rightly called 
the Great Power of God.” 

They followed him because 
he had amazed them for a 

long time with his 
sorcery.



Historical Record

Justin Martyr says in his 
Apology Number I, that there 
was found the remains of a 
stone at the foot of a statue 
in Rome and on this stone it 

said, Simone sancto Deo
which means Simon the Holy 

God.



Acts 8: 12 NIV

But when they believed 
Philip as he proclaimed the 
good news of the kingdom 

of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and 

women.



Question

Who is they?



Acts 8: 12 NIV

But when they believed 
Philip as he proclaimed the 
good news of the kingdom 

of God and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and 

women.



Acts 8: 10-11 NIV

and all the people, both 
high and low, gave him 

their attention and 
exclaimed, “This man is 
rightly called the Great 
Power of God.” They 

followed him because he had 
amazed them for a long time 

with his sorcery.



Acts 8: 13 NIV

Simon himself believed 
and was baptized. And he 

followed Philip 
everywhere, astonished by 

the great signs and 
miracles he saw.



Question

Why is Simon 
following Phillip?



Acts 8: 13 NIV

Simon himself believed 
and was baptized. And he 

followed Philip 
everywhere, astonished 
by the great signs and 

miracles he saw.



Acts 8: 14 NIV

When the apostles in 
Jerusalem heard that 

Samaria had accepted the 
word of God, they sent 

Peter and John to 
Samaria.





Acts 8: 15-16 NIV

When they arrived, they 
prayed for the new believers 
there that they might receive 
the Holy Spirit, because the 

Holy Spirit had not yet 
come on any of them; they 
had simply been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.



Question

What can we learn 
about the 

communication between 
the Churches as they 

spread?



Question

Why did the Apostles 
Peter and John travel 

up to Samaria?



Acts 8: 17 NIV

Then Peter and John 
placed their hands on 

them, and they received 
the Holy Spirit.



Question

How did the Jews feel 
about the Samaritans 

and the Gentiles?



Acts 8: 18-19 NIV

When Simon saw that the 
Spirit was given at the laying 
on of the apostles’ hands, he 

offered them money and 
said, “Give me also this 

ability so that everyone on 
whom I lay my hands may 

receive the Holy Spirit.”



Question

What is Simon 
wanting now?



Question

What does that tell 
us about Simon’s 

heart?



Acts 8: 20-21 NIV

Peter answered: “May your 
money perish with you, 
because you thought you 
could buy the gift of God 

with money!  You have no 
part or share in this ministry, 

because your heart is not 
right before God. 



Question

Who will perish in the 
end?



Please turn to 

2 Thessalonians 2: 9-10



2 Thessalonians 2: 9-10 NIV

The coming of the lawless 
one will be in accordance 

with how Satan works. He 
will use all sorts of 

displays of power through 
signs and wonders that 

serve the lie,



2 Thessalonians 2: 9-10 NIV

and all the ways that 
wickedness deceives those 

who are perishing. They 
perish because they 

refused to love the truth 
and so be saved.



Question

What did Simon fail 
to do?



Acts 2: 37 NIV

When the people heard 
this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we 
do?”



Acts 2: 38 NIV

Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness 
of your sins. And you will 
receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.



Acts 8: 13 NIV

Simon himself believed 
and was baptized. And he 

followed Philip 
everywhere, astonished by 

the great signs and 
miracles he saw.



Acts 8: 22-23 NIV

Repent of this 
wickedness and pray to 
the Lord in the hope that 
he may forgive you for 

having such a thought in 
your heart. For I see that 
you are full of bitterness 

and captive to sin.”



Question

What does repentance 
demonstrate?



Please turn to 

Psalm 51: 17 



Psalm 51: 17 NIV

My sacrifice, O God, is a 
broken spirit; a broken and 

contrite heart you, God, 
will not despise.



Please turn to 

Matthew 5: 3-10



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

“Blessed are the poor in 

spirit,

for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are those who 

mourn,

for they will be 

comforted.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are the meek,

for they will inherit the 

earth.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for 

righteousness,

for they will be filled.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are the merciful,

for they will be shown 

mercy.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are the pure in 

heart,

for they will see God.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are the 

peacemakers,

for they will be called 

children of God.



Matthew 5: 3-10 NIV

Blessed are those who are 

persecuted because of 

righteousness,

for theirs is the kingdom 

of heaven.



Acts 8: 22-23 NIV

Repent of this wickedness 
and pray to the Lord in the 
hope that he may forgive 

you for having such a 
thought in your heart. For I 

see that you are full of 
bitterness and captive to 

sin.”



Question

What was Simon’s 
response?



Acts 8: 24 NIV

Then Simon answered, 
“Pray to the Lord for me so 
that nothing you have said 

may happen to me.”



Question

Who is Simon 
concerned about?



Acts 8: 25 NIV

After they had further 
proclaimed the word of the 

Lord and testified about 
Jesus, Peter and John 
returned to Jerusalem, 
preaching the gospel in 

many Samaritan villages.



Question

What is Peter and 
John doing on their 

way back to 
Jerusalem?





We believe that salvation is received 
by God's grace through faith in 

Christ, repenting sins, confessing 
Christ, and being baptized 

(immersed) into Christ for the 
forgiveness of sins and the gift of 

the Holy Spirit; but that none of 
these is sufficient in and of itself 

for the assurance of salvation.



Next Week

Please read

Acts 8:26-8:40


