
Welcome!



1 Corinthians 9: 16 (ESV)

For if I preach the gospel, 
that gives me no ground for 
boasting. For necessity is 

laid upon me. Woe to me if 
I do not preach the 

gospel!



Question?

Why does Paul feel it is a 
necessity to preach the 

gospel and why is he saying 
woe to him if he does not?



1 Corinthians 9: 17 (ESV)

For if I do this of my own 
will, I have a reward, but if 
not of my own will, I am still 

entrusted with a 
stewardship.



Question?

What can happen when 
someone is preaching 

because of their own will 
and not because they have 

been called by God?



Question?

Should money be the 
motivator to preach?



Question?

What reward should a 
minister seek?



1 Corinthians 9: 18 (ESV)

What then is my reward? 
That in my preaching I may 
present the gospel free of 
charge, so as not to make 
full use of my right in the 

gospel.



1 Corinthians 9: 19 (ESV)

For though I am free from 
all, I have made myself a 

servant to all, that I 
might win more of them.



Paul is now going to share 
with us a tip on how he has 

led so many people to 
Christ!



1 Corinthians 9: 20 (ESV)

To the Jews I became as a 
Jew, in order to win Jews. 
To those under the law I 
became as one under the 

law (though not being myself 
under the law) that I might 
win those under the law.



1 Corinthians 9: 21 (ESV)

To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the 
law (not being outside the 
law of God but under the 
law of Christ) that I might 

win those outside the law.



1 Corinthians 9: 22 (ESV)

To the weak I became weak, 
that I might win the weak. I 
have become all things to 

all people, that by all 
means I might save some.



Question?

What is Paul telling us 
when he says: “I have 
become all things to all 

people”?



Question?

Do you think this idea 
would be foreign to the 
society of Paul’s time?



Question?

What should motivate us to 
share Jesus with others?



1 Corinthians 9: 23 (ESV)

I do it all for the sake of the 
gospel, that I may share 

with them in its 
blessings.



Question?

How does sharing Christ 
with others allow us to 

share in their blessings?



Question?

How can we grow stronger 
in our faith and in our 

mission?



1 Corinthians 9: 24 (ESV)

Do you not know that in a 
race all the runners run, but 
only one receives the prize? 
So run that you may obtain 

it.



The Greeks had two great 
athletic events.  The 

Olympics, held at Olympia, 
and the Isthmian Games, 

held in Corinth, because of 
this the Corinthian Church 
was very familiar with the 

training of athletes.



Question?

How do Olympic athletes 
train and how important is 
winning the race to them?







Question?

How should this compare to 
our life and mission in 

Christ?



1 Corinthians 9: 25a (ESV)

Every athlete exercises 
self-control in all things. 



Question?

How does an athlete 
exercise self-control?



Question?

How does this apply to our 
Christian walk?



Question?

What is the athlete’s 
reward?



Question?

What is our reward in 
Christ?



1 Corinthians 9: 25 (ESV)

Every athlete exercises self-
control in all things. They do 
it to receive a perishable 

wreath, but we an 
imperishable.



1 Corinthians 9: 26 (ESV)

So I do not run aimlessly; 
I do not box as one beating 

the air.



Question?

What point is Paul making 
here?



1 Corinthians 9: 27 (ESV)

But I discipline my body 
and keep it under control,

lest after preaching to 
others I myself should 

be disqualified.



Question?

What does it mean to be 
disqualified?



disqualified

This is another metaphor 
from the games.  An athlete 

who failed to meet basic 
training requirements could 

not participate in the 
games.



1 Corinthians 9: 27 (ESV)

But I discipline my body 
and keep it under control,

lest after preaching to 
others I myself should 

be disqualified.



Question?

What damage is done if the 
preacher of a Church lives 

an undisciplined life in 
which his body is controlled 

by his fleshly desires?



Question?

What lie does satan use in 
our society today say when 
someone cannot discipline 

and control their bodies and 
fleshly desires?





1 Corinthians 9: 27 (ESV)

But I discipline my body 
and keep it under control,
lest after preaching to 
others I myself should 

be disqualified.


