


Galatians 2: 1 (NIV)

Then after fourteen years, I went up 
again to Jerusalem, this time with 

Barnabas. I took Titus along also.



Galatians 2: 2 (NIV)
I went in response to a revelation and, 
meeting privately with those esteemed 
as leaders, I presented to them the 

gospel that I preach among the 
Gentiles. I wanted to be sure I was not 
running and had not been running my 

race in vain.



Presented

Greek: anatithemai

• To lay it out
• To give a detailed 

account
• To present a case 

before judge and jury



Galatians 2: 3 (NIV)

Yet not even Titus, who was with 
me, was compelled to be 

circumcised, even though he was 
a Greek.



Why do you think Paul mentions 
that he took Titus with him?



The attacks against Paul and the 
Gospel were increasing. The 

Judaizers were consumed with 
the outward appearance and 

religious rituals while Paul 
preached grace and the internal 
change of the heart by the Holy 

Spirit. 



The big question:

Was mankind saved by 
religious acts or by grace and a 
change of heart that produced 

action?



Titus

• A man who had come 
to believe in Jesus 
Christ and was active in 
the Church

• A Gentile
• Uncircumcised
• A man with no Jewish 

upbringing at all 



Turn to:
Acts 15



Acts 15: 1-2 (NIV)

Certain people came down from 
Judea to Antioch and were teaching 

the believers: “Unless you are 
circumcised, according to the 
custom taught by Moses, you 

cannot be saved.”



Acts 15: 1-2 (NIV)

This brought Paul and Barnabas 
into sharp dispute and debate with 
them. So Paul and Barnabas were 
appointed, along with some other 
believers, to go up to Jerusalem to 
see the apostles and elders about 

this question.



Acts 15: 5 (NIV)

Then some of the believers who 
belonged to the party of the 

Pharisees stood up and said, “The 
Gentiles must be circumcised and 

required to keep the law of Moses.”



The
Question

Could a Man be saved 
without being 
circumcised? 

• The Jew would argue
“This is What was 
Required by God to 
be saved” 



Turn to:
Genesis 15: 5-6



Genesis 15: 5-6 (NIV)

He took him outside and said, “Look 
up at the sky and count the stars—if 
indeed you can count them.” Then 

he said to him, “So shall your 
offspring be.” Abram believed 

the Lord, and he credited it to him 
as righteousness.



Genesis 15: 5-6 (NIV)

Abram believed the Lord, and he 
credited it to him as 

righteousness.



Turn to:
Romans 2: 25-29



Romans 2: 25-29 (NIV)
Circumcision has value if you observe 
the law, but if you break the law, you 
have become as though you had not 
been circumcised. So then, if those 

who are not circumcised keep the law’s 
requirements, will they not be regarded 

as though they were circumcised?



Romans 2: 25-29 (NIV)

The one who is not circumcised 
physically and yet obeys the law will 
condemn you who, even though you 

have the written code and circumcision, 
are a lawbreaker.



Romans 2: 25-29 (NIV)

A person is not a Jew who is one only 
outwardly, nor is circumcision merely 

outward and physical.



Romans 2: 25-29 (NIV)

No, a person is a Jew who is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is 

circumcision of the heart, by the 
Spirit, not by the written code.  Such a 

person’s praise is not from other 
people, but from God.



Peter had to deal with similar 
issues in his own life!



Turn to:
Acts 10: 9-14



Acts 10: 9-14 (NIV)

About noon the following day as 
they were on their journey and 

approaching the city, Peter went up 
on the roof to pray.



Acts 10: 9-14 (NIV)

He became hungry and wanted 
something to eat, and while the 

meal was being prepared, he fell 
into a trance. He saw heaven 

opened and something like a large 
sheet being let down to earth by its 

four corners.



Acts 10: 9-14 (NIV)

It contained all kinds of four-footed 
animals, as well as reptiles and 

birds. Then a voice told him, “Get 
up, Peter. Kill and eat.” “Surely not, 
Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never 
eaten anything impure or unclean.”



What does the Gospel bring?





Galatians 2: 4- 5a (NIV)

This matter arose because some 
false believers had infiltrated our 
ranks to spy on the freedom we 

have in Christ Jesus and to make 
us slaves. We did not give in to 

them for a moment,



Why does Paul say these false teachers 
are making slaves of others?



Turn to:
Philippians 3: 17-18



Philippians 3: 17-18 (NIV)

Join together in following my 
example, brothers and sisters, and 

just as you have us as a model, 
keep your eyes on those who live 

as we do.



What does Paul mean when he tells us 
to keep our eyes on those who live as 

he and his disciples do?



Philippians 3: 17-18 (NIV)

For, as I have often told you before 
and now tell you again even with 
tears, many live as enemies of 

the cross of Christ.



Do we see many living as enemies 
of the cross of Christ today?



Galatians 2: 5(NIV)

This matter arose because some 
false believers had infiltrated our 
ranks to spy on the freedom we 

have in Christ Jesus and to make 
us slaves. We did not give in to 

them for a moment,



Galatians 2: 4- 5a (NIV)

This matter arose because some 
false believers had infiltrated our 
ranks to spy on the freedom we 

have in Christ Jesus and to make us 
slaves. We did not give in to them 

for a moment,



What would have happened if Paul 
and his team gave into false teaching?



Galatians 2: 5 (NIV)

We did not give in to them for a 
moment, so that the truth of the 
gospel might be preserved for 

you.



Should we also fight to preserve 
the truth of the gospel?



Galatians 2: 6a (NIV)

As for those who were held in high 
esteem



What happens when we put 
greater value on some people?



Galatians 2: 6a (NIV)

As for those who were held in high 
esteem—whatever they were 

makes no difference to me; God 
does not show favoritism—they 
added nothing to my message.



Turn to:
James 2: 1-4



James 2: 1-4 (NIV)

My brothers and sisters, believers in 
our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must 

not show favoritism.



What would the response be 
to the following scenario?



James 2: 1-4 (NIV)

Suppose a man comes into your 
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old 

clothes also comes in.



James 2: 1-4 (NIV)
If you show special attention to the 
man wearing fine clothes and say, 

“Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to 
the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit 
on the floor by my feet,” have you not 
discriminated among yourselves and 
become judges with evil thoughts?



What is God’s view of 
favoritism?



James 2: 9 (NIV)

But if you show favoritism, you sin
and are convicted by the law as 

lawbreakers.



Galatians 2: 6 (NIV)

As for those who were held in high 
esteem—whatever they were 

makes no difference to me; God 
does not show favoritism—they 

added nothing to my message.



What point is Paul making when he 
says these people who were looked up 

to added nothing to his message?



Galatians 2: 7 (NIV)

On the contrary, they recognized 
that I had been entrusted with the 
task of preaching the gospel to the 
uncircumcised, just as Peter had 

been to the circumcised.



Galatians 2: 8 (NIV)

For God, who was at work in 
Peter as an apostle to the 

circumcised, was also at work in me 
as an apostle to the Gentiles.



Turn to:
Acts 2



Acts 2: 5 (NIV)

Now there were staying in 
Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from 

every nation under heaven.



Acts 2: 14 (NIV)

Then Peter stood up with the 
Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, 

let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say.



Acts 2: 14 (NIV)

Then Peter stood up with the 
Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, 

let me explain this to you; listen 
carefully to what I say.



Acts 2: 22-24 (NIV)

“Fellow Israelites, listen to this: 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as 

you yourselves know.



Acts 2: 22-24 (NIV)

This man was handed over to you 
by God’s deliberate plan and 

foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to 

death by nailing him to the cross.



Acts 2: 22-24 (NIV)

But God raised him from the 
dead, freeing him from the agony of 
death, because it was impossible for 

death to keep its hold on him.



Acts 2: 29 (NIV)

“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you 
confidently that the patriarch David 
died and was buried, and his tomb 

is here to this day.



Acts 2: 36 (NIV)

“Therefore let all Israel be assured 
of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and 

Messiah.”



Acts 2: 37 (NIV)

When the people heard this, they 
were cut to the heart and said to 

Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?”



Acts 2: 38 (NIV)

Peter replied, “Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you 

will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.



Turn to:
Acts 16: 29-33



Acts 16: 29-33 (NIV)

The jailer called for lights, rushed in 
and fell trembling before Paul and 
Silas. He then brought them out 

and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?”



Why was Peter addressed as brother 
earlier in Acts and now Paul is 

addressed as sir?



Acts 16: 29-33 (NIV)

They replied, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved—you 
and your household.” Then they 
spoke the word of the Lord to him 
and to all the others in his house.



Acts 16: 29-33 (NIV)

At that hour of the night the jailer 
took them and washed their 

wounds; then immediately he and 
all his household were baptized.



Why do you think God chose Paul 
to be an apostle to the Gentiles?



Galatians 2: 9 (NIV)

James, Cephas and John, those 
esteemed as pillars, gave me and 

Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship when they recognized the 

grace given to me.



Galatians 2: 9 (NIV)

They agreed that we should go to 
the Gentiles, and they to the 

circumcised.



Galatians 2: 10 (NIV)

All they asked was that we should 
continue to remember the poor, the 
very thing I had been eager to do all 

along.



Galatians 2: 11 (NIV)

When Cephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face, because 

he stood condemned.



What does Paul mean when he 
says Peter was condemned?



Condemn

Greek: kataginóskó

• To blame
• To find fault with
• To find guilty 
• To condemn by having 

a first-hand awareness 
of the facts



Galatians 2: 11 (NKJV)

Now when Peter had come to 
Antioch, I withstood him to his face, 

because he was to be blamed;



We will find that Peter was preaching 
false doctrine, why do you think this 

subject is so personal to Paul?



Turn to:
2 Timothy 3: 16-17



2 Timothy 3: 16 (NIV)

All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness,



Teaching

Greek: didaskalia

• Instruction
• Properly applied-teaching
• Christian doctrine (teaching) 

as it especially extends to its 
necessary lifestyle (applicati
ons).



2 Timothy 3: 16 (NIV)

All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness,



Rebuking

Greek: elegchos

• Inner conviction
• Reproof
• Rebuke



2 Timothy 3: 16 (NIV)

All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness,



Correcting

Greek: epanorthósis

• Restored to 
its proper condition

• Corrected
• Set straight again



2 Timothy 3: 16 (NIV)

All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness,



Training

Greek: paideia

• The training and 
education of children

• Instruction that trains 
someone to reach full 
development or 
maturity

• Discipline



2 Timothy 3: 17 (NIV)

All Scripture is God-breathed and 
is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in 
righteousness,



2 Timothy 3: 17 (NIV)

so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every 

good work.



Thoroughly 
Equipped

Greek:exartizó

from ek and artizó
• To get ready
• To prepare
• To completely furnish



Galatians 2: 11 (NIV)

When Cephas came to Antioch, I 
opposed him to his face, because 

he stood condemned.



Galatians 2: 12a (NIV)

For before certain men came from 
James, he used to eat with the 

Gentiles.



Galatians 2: 12a (NLT)

When he first arrived, he ate with 
the Gentile believers, who were not 
circumcised. But afterward, when 

some friends of James came, Peter 
wouldn’t eat with the Gentiles 

anymore.



Why is Peter suddenly separating 
himself from the Gentiles?



Galatians 2: 12b (NLT)

He was afraid of criticism from these 
people who insisted on the 
necessity of circumcision.



What sin is Peter committing?



Turn to:
James 2: 9



James 2: 9 (NIV)

But if you show favoritism, you sin
and are convicted by the law as 

lawbreakers.



Does Paul have a reason to be 
upset about this?



What typically happens when 
a leader sets a bad example?



Galatians 2: 13 (NIV)

The other Jews joined him in his 
hypocrisy, so that by their 

hypocrisy even Barnabas was led 
astray.



Galatians 2: 14a (NIV)

When I saw that they were not 
acting in line with the truth of the 

gospel, 



What does it mean to not act in 
line with the truth of the Gospel?



What are some examples of a Christian 
not acting in line with the truth of the 

Gospel?



How should Peter respond?



Galatians 2: 14b (NIV)

I said to Cephas in front of them 
all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like 
a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is 
it, then, that you force Gentiles to 

follow Jewish customs?


